
 
 

 

You’ve Got Options: 

With more than 5,300 colleges and 
universities to choose from in the U.S., the 
task of choosing a college—the right 
college—can be overwhelming. It is a 
decision that will have a major impact on 
the rest of your life. Therefore, the 
selection process is critical. By taking the 
time to think about the following 
considerations, the decision making 
process will be much easier for you. 
 

Academic Environment: 
• Admissions requirements and rate 
• Standards appropriate for your abilities and 

interests 
• Teaching Assistants vs. Professors  
• Class sizes  
• Flexible scheduling options 
• Academic support services 
• Study abroad programs 
• Internships and hands-on opportunities 
• Graduation rate 
• Professions and job placement rates of 

graduates 
 

Majors: 
• Strength of the program in which you are 

interested 
• Movement within the programs after   

acceptance and enrollment 
• Credit requirement and rate of completion 
• Graduate school and programs 

Geographic Location: 
• Distance from home 
• Weather 
• School setting and surrounding area (small 

town, big city, rural, etc.) 
 

Campus Size: 
• Large campus (15,000-50,000+) 
• Medium sized campus (5,000-15,000) 
• Small campus (5,000 or less) 
 

Affordability: 
• Tuition, fees, books, room & board 
• Cost of travel to and from home 
• Scholarships, loans, or other financial assistance  

 

Housing & Dining Options: 
• On and off campus housing 
• School dining halls 
• Other dining plans or options 
 

Health & Other Services: 
• Medical and psychological services 
• Services for students with disabilities 
• Career center and services 

 

Student Life: 
• Liberal, conservative, homogeneous, diverse 
• Attitude of students 
• Faculty/Student relationship 
• Campus Facilities  
• Sororities/Fraternities, other activities or clubs to 

become involved  
• Special interest groups  
• Religious affiliations 

 

 

 
One of the most 
important decisions in 
the lives of teenagers is 
what post-secondary 
option they will choose. 
This is a decision that 
will greatly impact many 
areas of their lives.  
Therefore, this decision 
is of paramount 
importance and one 
that should be made 
with much thought and 
preparation. It is hoped 
that this resource will 
be used as a tool to help 
you begin exploring 
different colleges, 
universities, and other 
post-secondary options 
with less anxiety. Use 
this resource, and the 
advice of your 
counselor, as well as 
other outside resources 
to make an informed 
decision. 

College Application Process 
 

Step 1: Research colleges for academic, financial and personality fit. Apply to 
the colleges of your choice. Note any deadlines imposed by the college, and 
plan ahead by two to four weeks (Step 2-5). 
 

Important MHS Information for College Applications: 
Milton High School 

13025 Birmingham Hwy., Milton, GA 30004 
Office: (470) 254-7000 FAX Number: (470) 254-2888 

CEEB School Code: 110060 
www.miltonhighschool.com 

 

Step 2: Order your SAT/ACT score sent to the colleges. This can take several 
weeks.  
SAT: www.collegeboard.org  or ACT: www.act.org  
 

Step 3: Request Teacher and/or Counselor recommendations (if required) at 
least two-four weeks ahead of deadlines. Keep in mind school holidays. Tip: a 
verbal “thank you” or card to the recommender is always a nice touch.  
 

Step 4: Order your transcript to be sent via Naviance. Transcripts are sent 
electronically to nearly all schools for free.  
 

Step 5:  Review your essays, and all parts of your college application for 
accuracy. Submit and pay the application fee.  
 

Mid-Year Reports 
If your college requires a mid-year report, you must email your Counselor 
after 1st semester grades are reported to request this report to be 
completed. Mostly this is for colleges utilizing The Common Application. 
Check your college’s admissions website to see if they will require a mid-year 
report. 

The GPA Mystery 

 

Cumulative GPA  
• All grades on the transcript 

are converted from numerical 
grades to a 4.0 scale and 
averaged where each: 

A=4  B=3  C=2  F=0  

Core GPA  
• Only English, Math, Science, 

Social Studies and World 
Language course grades are 
included 

• Grades are converted to the 
4.0 scale and averaged  

HOPE GPA  
• Calculated by Georgia Student 

Finance Commission 

• All English, Math, Science, 
Social Studies and World 
Language course grades are 
used in the calculation 

• Middle School grades are NOT 
used in the calculation 

• 7 honors points are removed 
from all Honors, AP, and Dual 
Enrollment grades 

• Numeric grades are converted 
to the 4.0 scale and averaged 

• After honors points are 
removed and grades are 
converted, AP and most core 
Dual Enrollment courses  
receive an additional .5 points 
(capped at 4.0)  

    Example: 

AP Biology = 92 

92 – 7 = 85  

85 = 3.0  

3.0 + .5  = 3.5 

HOPE GPA Qualifications 

• Hope Scholar: 3.0 Core GPA 

• Zell Miller Scholar: 3.7 Core 
GPA with 1200 SAT (M & CR 
only - single administration) or 
26 ACT Composite  

HOPE Rigor Requirement  

• Students need 4.0 credits 
worth of advanced courses 

• For a list of rigor courses and 
more information about the 
HOPE Programs, please visit  

www.gafutures.org 

Transcript Questions & Answers 

How do I request a transcript? 

• Order transcripts through Naviance 

• Go to Infinite Campus > ClassLink > Naviance App > Naviance 
Homepage > “Colleges” (top right corner of screen) > “Colleges   
I’m applying to” > “+ Request Transcripts” (top  right of screen) 

How do I request a Counselor recommendation?  

• If your college requires a Counselor form or letter of 
recommendation, notify your Counselor by completing the Google 
Form and fill out your Brag Sheet in Naviance. 

• Access to most Counselor forms/letters of recommendation are electronically sent by entering the Counselor’s FCS 
email in the student application portal. Counselors will receive an email notification of your request.  Check that 
you’ve correctly entered the email address before submitting.            

• Requests must be submitted at least 10 school days prior to deadline. 

How do I request a Teacher recommendation? 

• If the recommendation needs to be mailed, give your Teacher a self-addressed stamped envelope. If applicable, 
include any forms your college requires and let them know the deadline.  If the recommendation is online, provide a 
link to the teacher or enter their FCS email in the student application portal. 

• Allow teachers plenty of time to complete your recommendation - at least four weeks - and provide a copy of your 
resume and/or student profile.  It is recommended that you request teacher recommendations in person. 

How do I have my SAT or ACT scores sent to colleges? 

• Use the code of the colleges you want to receive your scores in the appropriate place when registering to test (free). 

• If have taken the test, but did not request your scores to be sent to a particular college, then you may request them 
by going online to the SAT and/or ACT website to make the request (there is a fee for this service).   

Types of Admission 
Decisions 

 

Early Decision - allows a student to 
apply in the Fall for an early 
determination of admissibility. IT IS 
BINDING! 

Early Action - invites early 
applications but does not require 
the student to attend if accepted.   

Deferred Decision - is the 
determination of the college or 
university  that more information is 
needed to make a final decision 
about a candidate’s application 

Rolling Admissions - the applicant 
is notified as soon as the 
application has been processed 
and the file is complete.   

Open Admissions - students 
notified of acceptance upon 
application (usually community 
colleges). 

Deferred Admission - permits a 
student, once accepted, to 
postpone matriculation for one 
year in order to pursue other 
plans.  Make sure your college 
offers this option, and that you 
contact Admissions, before moving 
forward. 

Requests for counselor 

recommendations & transcripts for 

applications with a deadline of 

January 1st - 15th must be submitted 

online in early December (at least 10 

school days before the break). 

Milton High School 
13025 Birmingham Highway 

Milton, GA 30004 
Phone 470.254.7000  

Fax 470.254.2888 
www.miltonhighschool.com 

 

High School CEEB Code: 110060 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT 
www.act.org 

 SAT 
www.collegeboard.org 

Designed to measure academic     
achievement in the areas of English, 
mathematics, reading and science 

 Designed to measure college 
readiness—the knowledge and skills 
required to succeed in college. 

Four/Five - Section Exam 

  English (45 min) 
  Math—Calculator (60 min) 
  Reading (35 min) 
  Science (35 min) 
  Writing (40 min) - Optional, but 

     Recommended 

 Four/Five - Section Exam 

  Reading (65 min) 
  Writing and Language (35 min) 
  Math—No Calculator (25 min) 
  Math—Calculator Allowed (55 min) 
  Essay (50 min) - Optional, but 
                               Recommended 

Scoring is based on the number of right 
answers. No penalty for guessing.  

 Scoring is based on the number of right 
answers. No penalty for guessing. 

1-36 ACT Composite Score 
 

(average of four sub-area scores  
- does not include writing) 

English: 1-36 
Reading: 1-36 

Math: 1-36 
Science: 1-36 

 
Writing Essay Sub-score: 1-36 

 400-1600 SAT Total Score 
 

Reading & Writing Section: 200-800 
Math Section: 200-800 

 
Optional Essay Scores: 

Reading:  2-8 
Analysis:  2-8 
Writing:  2-8 

Students can register online at 
www.act.org 

A fee is associated with this test. Check the 
ACT website. Visit the Counseling office for 
fee waiver info. 

 Students can register online at 
www.collegeboard.org 

 

A fee is associated with this test. Check 
the College Board website. Visit the 
Counseling office for fee waiver info.  

The ACT is offered seven times a year: 
September, October, December, February, 
April, June, and July. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The SAT is offered seven times a year: 
August, October, November, 
December,  March, May and June. 
 

 

   

Junior CHECKLIST 

 

• Meet with your Counselor for 
Junior Advisement 

• Maintain a competitive GPA 

• Take the PSAT in October.  
High scores on this can qualify 
students for the National 
Merit Scholarship 
Competition. 

• Join clubs and volunteer for 
activities related to your 
interests 

• Attend local College Fairs and 
College Visits at Milton, as well 
as in-person College Tours at 
the schools you are most 
interested 

• Take a FREE mock SAT/ACT 
through our School Partner, 
Applerouth Testing , to help 
determine which test is a 
better fit 

• Register for the SAT/ACT no 
later than Spring Semester  

• Start or update a resume 
highlighting your academic 
achievements, awards, special 
skills, and talents. 

• Create a list of the top 10 
colleges you are interested in 
by Target, Reach, and Safety 
status 

• Check admissions 
requirements for schools you 
are interested in and make 
sure your courses align with 
the requirements 

• Check your preliminary HOPE 
GPA and Rigor Requirements 
by creating a GAFutures.org 
account 

• Explore summer activities 
related to your career goals 

• Register with the NCAA 
Eligibility Center if pursuing an 
athletic scholarship for a 
Division I or II institution 

• Investigate scholarship 
opportunities 

Senior CHECKLIST 
 

Fall 

• Register to retake the SAT/ACT 
to improve scores (if necessary) 

• Make a list of the colleges you 
are applying to and their 
important dates and deadlines 

• Make sure you are on track to 
graduate and fulfill college 
admission requirements 

• Check your preliminary HOPE 
GPA and Rigor Requirements 
through your GAFutures.org 
account 

• Keep working hard all year; 
senior grades can affect 
admissions and scholarship 
eligibility 

• Request recommendations from 
Teachers, Counselors, or 
Employers at least 2-4 weeks 
ahead of deadlines. 

• Apply for admission at the 
colleges you've chosen 

• Find out if you qualify for 
scholarships at each college you 
have applied to by contacting 
their Financial Aid  Office after 
getting accepted 

• Complete the FAFSA after 
October 1st 

 

Spring 

• Continue to maintain your GPA 

• Check you preliminary HOPE GPA 
and Rigor Requirements 

• Continue to look for scholarship 
opportunities  

• Keep track of important financial 
aid and scholarship deadlines  

• Watch your e-mail for access to 
your Student Aid Report (SAR) 

• Compare financial aid packages 
from different schools  

• Decide which college to attend, 
and notify the school of your 
decision  

• All students must submit a final 
transcript to the college they 
decide to attend. Prospective 
Division I or II athletes must also 
send final transcripts to the 
NCAA Eligibility Center. 

New  this year, Naviance is an excellent resource for your 

college and career exploration.   

 

To Access Naviance 

 

Go to Infinite Campus > ClassLink > Naviance App 

 

College Search 

 

Use SuperMatch on Naviance to guide your college search!  

Go to the Naviance Homepage > click on “Colleges” tab > 

click on “Find Your Fit” > click on “SuperMatch” > refine 

your search by “Select Criteria to Start” and search by 

selecting your desired college location, majors, activities, 

size, etc. 

 

You can also add schools manually by going to the 

Naviance Homepage, then typing in any college in the 

search bar.  From there, you can “Favorite” colleges by 

click on the Heart Icon beside the college name. 

 

Career Search 

 

Not sure what major or career you may be interested in?  

Naviance can help! 

 

Go to the Naviance  Homepage > go to “Careers” at the 

top right side of page > click on “Explore” to view different 

Careers > click on “Career Cluster Finder” on the left side 

of the screen to explore interests 

Scholarships 

 

Not sure where to look for  Scholarships?  Go to 

Naviance to  search all scholarships ! 

 

Go to the Naviance Homepage > click on 

“Colleges” at the top right corner of the page > 

then  click on “Scholarships and Money” >then 

select “Scholarship List” to view 

 

When you apply to scholarships, make sure you 

are following all requirements and guidelines, as 

well as submitting all supplemental materials. 

 

 

Scholarship Search:  
Naviance 
fastweb.com 
collegexpress.com 
scholarships.com 
cappex.com/scholarships 
gafutures.org 
Free SAT/ACT Prep:  
sat.collegeboard.org/
practice 
khanacademy.org/sat 
act.org/testprep 

There are several online resources available to students. Below are a few that the Counseling 
Office encourages  students to explore.  

College & Career Planning: 
Naviance 
gafutures.org 
youscience.com/login 
bigfuture.collegeboard.org 
cappex.com 
ecampustours.com 
roadtripnation.com 
Located on the MHS Website:  
Eagle Update 
Senior Calendar 
Counseling Website 


